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The birth of a literary genre: the Grand Tour reduced to a voyage through a single room
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The Grand Tour reduced to a single room:

Voyage aurour de ma chambre was published without the author’s knowledge, under the false imprint of
“Turin, 1794"—a ruse carried out by the author’s brother, the philosopher Joseph de Maistre, who had it
printed in Lausanne, 1795. This work of 42 short chapters was written while Xavier de Maistre was under
house arrest in Turin for dueling—one chapter for each day of confinement. The book parodies the
contemporary travel genre and the Grand Tour: de Maistre’s “voyage” is conducted as an ironic travelog around
his room, in which he describes his furnishings and the other individual objects around him with the care of an
archeologist examining the ruins at Pompeii in a humorous, yet erudite manner.

An important imaginary travelogue and a new genre:

As the Romantic critic Charles Nodier observed, de Maistre’s Voyageis an important early example of the
imaginary travelog, along with Laurence Sterne’s A Sentimental Journey Through France and Iraly (1768),
which inspired many followers, including Bellin de la Liborliére’s Voyage dans le boudoir de Pauline, and others
like Vopage de vingt-quatre heures, Voyage au palais royal, Voyage dans mes poches, etc. These latter works
typically follow the ironic or satirical mode of their predecessors, and move away from the Sentimental Novel,
which is at times parodied, toward the Romanticism of the late 18th and early 19th century. The prescience
and originality of de Maistre’s work allow modern readers to compare it to Marcel Proust's single (cork-lined)
room, which facilitated the writing of A La Recherche de Temps Perdu (1913-1927), as well as Georges Perec's
Espéces dEspaces (1974), a work that examines rooms and spaces in a topographical manner.

In our copy, the author’s humor is acknowledged in a manuscript note by an early reader, in which the author’s
cheeky pun is acknowledged at the foot of chapter 12, “Le Tertre [the Hillock]
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“Ce tertre tient bien au coeur du voyageur et cela ne m'étonne pas... [ This little Aillock holds a special place in

the traveler's heart—and that comes as no surprise to me]
We shall leave it to the reader to determine which “hillocks” the note refers to...

Xavier de Maistre (1763-1852) was an author and a military officer, and the younger brother of the
philosopher Joseph de Maistre (1753-1821). Xavier was a dedicated counter-revolutionary and defied the rule
of Napoleon I by refusing to swear allegiance to him, eventually joining the Russian army where he attained the
rank of a General. He eventually resided in Saint Petersburg until his death. Voypage aurour de ma chambreis
his best-known work.

A brilliantly preserved copy in original condition,
which is uncommon in libraries:

OCLC: six copies in the US (Columbia, Indiana,
Morgan, NYPL, UVA, Yale), and none in the UK.
Barbier, IV, 1060; Cioranescu, II, 41876; Cohen de
Ricci 148; Le Petit, p.573; Lewine 62; Monglond, La
France révolutionnaire et impériale, 111, 229; Quérard,
I, 335; Rahir, Bibliothéque de l'amateur, (1907)
p.276; Sander 159.
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