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Collection of documents and manuscripts related to laws and regulations governing wine sales, 1636-1790

A gathering of 11 documents, including 4 manuscript items from the 1770s, related primarily to legal matters
governing the wine industry in France during the 18th century, and in one case the early part of the 17th
century. The collection addresses tax considerations, grades of wine and their governance, pricing of wines, and
several examples documenting Royal tax breaks for wine producers in the Languedoc region during the early
1750s when the industry needed a commercial boost. The documents show the significant role of the wine
industry (particularly for exports) for the commercial well-being of the State and the economic health of
its citizens.

Offered as a lot of 11 items: $2,000
1). Extrait des Registres de Parlement.
Aix. 17 Septembre 1636.
(35.5 x 26 cm). Broadside. Aix. 17 September 1636.
A broadside intended for public display. Concerning a regulation that no restaurateurs or innkeepers of the
city of Aix and its suburbs shall be allowed to purchase any grapes or "vin 4 ray de tine" [i.e., wine sold from the
barrel], except for personal use; from which shall be deducted the grapes and or wine produced from their own
vineyards, under stiff penalty and confiscation of said grapes and or wines. And, added at the foot of the
document, just in case: “so that no one claims it due to ignorance, this Arrest will be read and published for the
public, in all places and crossroads of the so-named Aix as usual.”
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2). Arrest du Conseil d’Etat du Roi. Qui accorde Ia remise du tiers des Droits de Sortie et de Fret sur les
Vins & Eaux-de-Vie pendant [année 1751. 15 décembre 1750.

[n.], s.d, but 1750]

(21.5x 16.5 cm). One folded sheet with 2 pp. of printed text and 2 pp. blank. Concerning a reduction of one-
third of the export and freight tax on wine and brandy from the Province of Languedoc, leaving for foreign
destinations from the ports of Cette, Agde, La Nouvelle, and Aiguemortes, for the previous year (1749-50), due
to a poor harvest for the present year (causing prices to increase unfavorably for those in the region).

3). Arrest du Conseil d’Etat du Roi. Qui accorde Ia modération des droits de sortie et de Fret sur les vins
et Eaux-de-Vie du crii de Ia Province, qui en sortiront pendant Iannée 1753, par les Ports de Cette, Agde,
La Nouvelle & Aiguemortes. 4 Décembre 1752.

[n.], s.d, but 1752]

(21.5x 16.5 cm). One leaf with 2 pp. of printed text. Concerning the moderation of export and freight duties
on wines and spirits from the Province of Languedoc, leaving the ports of Cette, Agde, La Nouvelle, and
Aiguemortes, during the year 1753, as a subsidy for an industry important for the commercial well-being of the
region. The document states that the continuation of the tax break is necessary for the protection of regions
“principale richesse”, i.e., wine and eau-de-vie.

4). Arrest du Conseil d’Etat du Roy, qui accorde la moderation des Droits de Sortie & de Fret, sur les
Vins & Eaux de vie...

November 5, 1753

(21.5 x 18.3 cm). One folded sheet with printed text on 3 pp. This Arrestannounces the extension of the
above law which lowers the export and freight tax on wine and brandy for the Province de Languedoc, leaving
for foreign destinations. Again, the Crown indicates that their motivation for this benefit is due to the fact that
the wine industry is nearly the sole resource for the inhabitants of the region.

5). Arrest de la Cour du Parlement. Portant Réglement pour la Cour des Marchands de Vins de la ville et
Fauxbourg de Paris... 26 Octobre 1768.

Paris, Simon, 1768

(26.5 x 19.8 cm). One folded sheet, 4 pp. of printed text. Manuscript note at the head, “Marchands de vin de
Paris, 26.8bre.1768.” Concerning the manner in which wine, specifically “le vin Bourgeois”, a higher quality
than “artisan” or "paysan” designations, can be sold in Paris.

6). Arrest du Conseil d "Etat du Roi, Qui abroge, 4 compter du ler Octobre 1772, Ia distinction entre le
vin Bourgeois et le vin Marchand entrant dans Paris... 10 septembre 1772.

Paris, Imprimerie Royale, 1772

(25.8 x 19.5 cm). One folded sheet, 4 pp of printed text. Manuscript note at the head, “Vins, droits auxquels ils
sont assujettis [ Wine, laws to which they are subject].” This document concerns the abolishment of the
distinction between “Bourgeois” wine and “Marchand” wine entering Paris, for the purpose of taxation.
According to the text, wine merchants were making false declarations for the wines brought into the city for
more favorable tax rates, thus the Crown made the tax on all wine the same without distinction to the quality or
the destination.
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7). Proclamation du Roi. Sur un Décret de 'Assemblée Nationale, du 22 septembre 1790, concernant les
déclarations & les Inventaires qui doivent étre faite 4 [époque des Vendanges & le payement des Droits
d’Aides, Droits réservés, & tous autres Droits imposés sur les Boissons & Vendanges. 27 septembre 1790,
Auch, Duprat, 1790.

(24 x 18 cm). One folded sheet with 2 pp. of printed text and 2 pp. blank, and a manuscript note at the head,
[“M° moutant administrateur du distric de Coudour” ?]. Concerning the declarations and inventories which
must be made at the time of harvest and the payment of duties on beverages and crops consistent with existing
statutes,

Manuscripts: 4 items related to trade—wine, candles, leather—in Provins, France, a town
southeast of Paris in the Seine-et-Marne department in the Ile-de-France, renowned for its
medieval architecture.

8). “Précis, pour les Aubergistes & Marchands de vin de la ville de Provins...”

[September 13, 1774]

(23.3 x 18.3 cm). One folded sheet with manuscript text on 3 pp. For the innkeepers and wine merchants in the
town of Provins, discussing the standardization of prices for wine in the town of Provins.

9). ALS from les Aubergistes & Marchands de vin de la ville de Provins to Monseigneur de [R], Procurer
Général de la Cour de [Aydes]*

December 23, 1776

(21.3 x 18.7 cm). One folded sheet with manuscript text on p. 1, with a smaller leaf laid-in with ms notes. In
this letter the innkeepers and wine merchants call upon the Procurer Général to properly furnish the employees

of the Cour de Aydes with candles to assist them in their work.
*Cours des aides [or “Aydes”]: were sovereign courts in Ancien Régime France, primarily concerned with customs, but also
other matters of public finance.

10). “Abus de la Réunion des Droits des cuirs avec ceux des A[y]der dans la ville et I'Election de Provins,
ou Nécessité de percevoir séparément les Droits des cuirs d’avec ceux des et des dans la ville et Election de
Provins...”

[n.d.]

(22 x 17 cm). One sheet folded with manuscript text on rectos p. 1 and p. 3.

Addressed to [M. Chapin, Garde des Rolles, rue Chapon], a draft of a letter discussing the administration of
rules that govern the leather trade.

11). “A Monseigneur...”

Duplicate letters addressed to two different Procureur Général de la Cour des Aydes from the Marchands des
Vin de la ville de Provins.

(1777]

(24.3 x36.3 cm). 2 leaves. Each sheet written on one side only. Wine merchants call upon the Procureur
Général to explain the regulations around “boissons fait avec trois quart d'eau a I'usage des marchands de vin.”
that is, beverages made with three-quarters water for the use by wine merchants, which the said wine merchants
assert they have never understood.
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