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Petrarch’s Masterpiece in a charming paste-paper binding

Francesco Petrarca. Rime di mess. Francesco Petrarca.
In Bassano: A spese Remondini di Venezia, 1776.
12°: A-R¹² [$6 signed, F4 as ‘F6’]; [1-2] 3-405 [406], [2] (blank) pp.
Contemporary paste-paper over thin boards with gilt stamped title label
on a flat spine. A tiny bit of rubbing in a few spots and the corners very
lightly bumped, some scattered spotting but a fresh and lovely copy.
The volume begins with a Vita di Francesco Petrarca, by Luigi Bandini, and
includes, woodcut head- and tailpieces.
Uncommon 18th Century pocket edition of Petrarch’s celebrated sonetti,
canzoni, & trionfo (the sonnets, songs, and triumphs) published by the
Bassano printer-publisher Remondini, who by the time this edition
appeared employed over 1,500 and boasted 50 working presses.
$300
The Canzoniere, less commonly known by the original
Latin title “Francisci Petrarche laureati poet Rerum
vulgarium fragmenta [Fragments of poems in vernacular by
Francesco Petrarch],” is the story, in poetry, of the
interior life of Francesco Petrarch. Composed
throughout the poet's lifetime (from 1336 to 1374),
the Canzoniere includes 366 compositions in Italian
verse and is one of the main works of Italian
literature.
The collection includes 366 compositions (one for
each day of the year, plus an introductory piece: " Voi
ch’ascoltate in rime sparse il suono"): 317 sonnets, 29
songs, 9 sestines, 7 ballads and 4 madrigals.
The collection does not include all of Petrarch’s poetic compositions, but rather those that the poet chose with
great care; other verse (Rime estravaganti) were lost or were included in other manuscripts. Most of the poems in
the Canzoniere are about love, while about thirty are moral, religious, or political.
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