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R217A reproduces the text of the United Nations Resolution 217A, the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man,
made December 10, 1948, which was ratified by the UN General Assembly in Paris by 58 member states. Mutel’s
work, printed with white ink on white paper, reminds us that although these rights can be at times neatly invisible, they
nonetheless exist. By interleaving his book with blue carbon paper R217A makes a gesture toward its own reproduction,
the inky blue serving as a “positive contaminant” that rubs off on each reader.

The work is both an powerful metaphor and a tour de force of craftsmanship and printing, enhanced by Veronika
Schipers's elegant binding,.

Mutel received the prestigious Prix Liliane Bettencourt pour I'Intelligence de la Main, a juried prize for “exceptional
talent” that recognized R217A as a work “resulting from a perfect mastery of techniques and savoir-faire of artistic
craft” as well as demonstrating “innovation, and contributing to the evolution of this knowledge.”




Mutel has said of his book: “Ihis artist book presents a text fundamental to modern bistory: The United Nations
Declaration of Human Rigbts of Man. Printed with white ink on white papet, it can be seen as an empty book. Gmpbically and
poetically, it suggests the words from Maupassants Horla, ‘and yet, have you ever seen it, and can you see it? and yet it exists for all
that” Even while it seems invisible, this text exists in the book and in ourselves. In between every white page is blue carbon paper that
affirms the transmission of these ideas. The reader might take away on bis fingers a little bit of the blue carbon ink. Some of the carbon
ink might also go onto the white paper. For me, a book is a very dynamic object.”

The language in the 1948 Declaration is far more inclusive of the rights of every person:

Article 2

1 Chacun peut se prévaloir de tous les droit et de toutes
les libertés proclamés dans la présente Déclaration, sans
distinction aucune, notamment de race, de couleur, de
sexe, de langue, de religion, d'opinion politique ou de
toute autre opinion, d'origine nationale ou sociale, de
fortune de naissance ou de toute autre situation...

Every person is entitled to all the rights and freedoms
proclaimed in this Declaration, without distinction of any
kind, including race, color, sex, language, religion,
political opinion or any other opinion, national or social
origin, wealth from birth or any other situation...






