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Elogia virorum litteris illustrium: In praise of men of letters

GIOVIO (Paolo). Elogia virorum literis illustrium, quotquor vel nostra vel
avorum memoria vixere. Ex ejusdem Musaeo (cuius descriptionem una
exhibemus) ad vivum expressis imaginibus exornata.

Petri Pernae typographi, Basil, opera ac studi [Basel, Pierre Perna], 1577.

Folio: ):(® a-s® t* [$4 (+t5) signed, missigning ):(3 as ):( ]; [12], 84, 89-232, [4]
pp- Engraved title, 60 woodcuts. Errors in pagination: p. 14 as 41, 18 as 81, 123
as 125, 142 as 143, 152 as 125, 153 as 156, 189 as 179, 192 as 182, 225 as 235,
and 85-88 omitted (no loss of text). Bound in modern paper-covered
cartonnage, smooth spine with title label; binding rubbed with some chips and
wear to the corners and edges, but internally a near fine copy with large margins
(leaf size: 34.5 x 22 cm, while the portraits are 15 x 16 cm). The work
comprises 184 entries of celebrated figures, a description of Giovio’s famous
Museo, and includes a table of contents and an index indicating the
contributors for various entries.

$ 3000

Originally published in Venice, 1546, this edition is the first illustrated with
woodcut portraits by the Swiss engraver and draftsman Tobias Stimmer
(1539-1584). Included are an engraved title (one detail of which has been
enhanced in pen) and numerous woodcut initials and 60 woodcut figures. The
magnificent illustrations display a brilliant portrait gallery of men of letters
along with tributes and eulogies. Stimmer was also celebrated for the paintings
that decorate the astronomical clock in the Strasbourg Cathedral.
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There are two portraits of Giovio himself, the
PAVLO 10VIO EPISCOP O first showing him at his desk and the second as

In 1538, Giovio commissioned a building at
Borgo Vico, on the shores of Lake Como, to
house his celebrated (and unsurpassed) gallery
of portraits of illustrious figures: bringing
together approximately 400 portraits; Giovio
is credited with being the first to conceive the
notion of a "museum” as a place for exhibiting
art. The originals, which were dispersed, were
copied in the 16th century and now hang in
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The portraits of figures such as
Dante, Petrarch, Poggio
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Bracciolini, Lorenzo de Medici,
Pico della Mirandola, Savanarole,
Machiavelli, Guillaume Budé,
Cornelius Agrippa, Thomas
More, etc., are all represented in
large and sophisticated engraved
frames.

At right. Petrarch and
Machiavelli.

The editor has incorporated contributions from various celebrated authors
throughout the text including, for example, that of Aldus Manutius for the entry
on the Italian poet Hercules Strozza.

The printing of this work was carried out by one of the great Basel printers of the Renaissance. A native of Lucca,
Pierre Perna moved to Switzerland in 1542, at the age of twenty. He was imprisoned several times for publishing
pro-Reformation books.

The volume includes portraits of the
humanist Thomas More (1478-1535), @ it o niio i | PocToRvM vinonyw
whose great friend Erasmus has an '
entry here, but alas no portrait, and the
great humanist scholar and scribe

Poggio Bracciolini (1380-1459), whose
elegant penmanship was a model for

not only his contemporaries but for the
typefaces developed later by Aldus
Manutius. [Poggio is the protagonist |
of Stephen Greenblatt's Pulitzer
winning, The Swerve: How the World
Became Modern (2011)].
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Paolo Giovio (1483-1552), the Italian physician, and clergyman was a major historian of the first half of the 16th
century, the author of chronicles on the Italian wars, a work of zoology and monographs of famous men. He was
also a great collector and his private Museo near Como, at his death, had some 400 portraits of famous people.
After Giovio’s death, Cosimo I de' Medici (1519-1574), commissioned Cristofano dell'Altissimo to make copies of
the portraits in the gallery, a project that lasted nearly 40 years. The copies have been displayed in the First
Corridor of the Uffizi Gallery in Florence since 1587.

A beautiful copy, despite the modest and slightly rubbed modern binding, a richly illustrated volume.

Below: Giovio (left)
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